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Glassy Winged Sharp Shooter
his guy is a sneaky little 
bugger, you try to sneak up on 
him to catch him but to no 

avail.  He is always quicker than you 
are. Let’s find out a little bit more 
about him

Getting to Know Him 

He is found only in the southeastern 
states and he has a picky palate of 
about 100 choice host plants.  The ones 
you would be familiar with in the 
garden would be the sunflower, okra, 
citrus, and crepe myrtle found locally.  
The sharpshooter is a lea!opper that 
we are so familiar with, that is why they 
are so difficult to get rid of. He also is 
usually found on plants that are very 
high in the air so you don’t see him 
right away.  However he does transmit a 
terrible disease called Pierce’s disease. 
The disease transmitted by his sucking 
mouthparts.  He transmits a bacteria 
called Xyle!a fastidiosa  In 1 to 5 years 
death of the entire vine happens.  In 
1997 there was a survey done in Texas, 
in the Hill Country there were 12 
vineyards infested with sharpshooters 
and 2 in other vineyards. To date the 
only variety of grapes that are resistant 
are muscadine.

 Controls

The parasitic wasp that is very good at 
controlling the  sharpshooter is the 
Gonatocerus triguttatus Girault.  This 
means you need to be very careful with 
any insecticides that you use organic or 
not.  They are very sensitive, as they are 
very tiny and have very soft bodies. 
This goes for most beneficial insects.   
After all, we want them to do the work 
for us!  Plant Carrots and let them go 
to seed, they like all shallow flowers.  
They also like alyssum, dill, fennel, 
yarrow, cosmos, sunflowers, vetch and 
other other small flowered cover crops.  

This spring I found that they loved my 
broccoli when it was flowering. 
remember that they need shelter and 
water as well.  They are not much 
different as us.  I am confident that you 
will make them a happy home in the 
garden this year. 

Biorationals 

Rosemary Oil is an accepted control for 
the use of Sharpshooters and can be 
applied in the early morning or the 
evening.  As with any other oil product 
you can not apply it when the weather 
is over 90 degrees or you will burn the 
plants. It acts as a barrier between the 
plant and the bugs do not like the 
smell.  It also smothers some insects as 
well. 

Kaolin Clay is a particle film barrier 
that offers some protection for the 
organic grower. Kaolin clay is an anti-
caking agent used in toothpaste and 
other ingredients.  It was accepted on 

to the OMRI list in 2000.  It acts as a 
barrier between the pest and the plant 
by forming a film making it difficult for 
the insect to get to the plant.  The 
insects do not like to lay eggs or feed 
on the surface.  Kaolin clay has a white 
color and that is not what the pests are 
looking for so it makes it hard to find 
their host plant.  Then the clay sticks 
to them and they get so busy cleaning it 
off they  forget why they were there in 
the first place!  Kaolin is marketed as 
Surround for the garden.  It comes in a 
powder, you just mix it with water and 
spray it on.

Having a good place for birds to live is 
a very good thing as well  Birds will 
come down and pluck them off of the 
plants.  So put 
up a bird 
house today if 
you do not 
already have 
one.
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