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Bean Weevils
ou have come across it a 
thousand times. You are so 
excited to get your black eyed 
peas out of the garden.  Once 

you start shelling them you find out 
that there are hole in your beans!  And 
in some there are little white grubs. 
Grrr, what are these little fellas ruining 
my beans?  They are bean  weevils. Bean 
weevils love black eyed peas, lima 
beans, tepary beans, kidney beans, cow 
peas, zipper cream peas and all of the 
other southern favorites that we love 
too.  i hop I can help you uncover some 
of the mysteries behind what is eating 
your beans and how to get rid of them. 

First Line of  Defense  

Plant only certified seed from a 
certified dealer.  There are some things 
that you do not want to skimp on and 
this is that one thing.  Making sure that 
the seeds were treated right before 
storage is very important.  Getting 
seeds from your neighbor may not be a 
good idea here unless you want to take 
the proper precautions to insure that all 
stages of the larvae are destroyed.  The 
one and only effective method for the 
destruction of all stages of larvae is 
freezing the beans after they have been 
dried at a temperature of 0 degrees 
Fahrenheit for 14 days.  Now they need 
to stay frozen so make sure that they 
are in a place in your freezer where they 
get ample air circulation but not in the 
door.  I leave mine in for 30 days just to 
be on the safe side.  Any less than 14 
days results in larvae that is not 
destroyed.  So if you save your own seed 
you can freeze your own to take care of 
the bean weevil. I have an entire shelf 
dedicated to beans that I saved for seed 
and eating purposes in the freezer right 
now. I just right the day that I can 
remove it from the freezer on the bag 
or on a slip of paper in the bag that way 
I don’t forget when I put the beans in 

the freezer.  You should treat all the 
beans that you are storing that way the 
weevils will not get into your house.  
They are very tiny bugs, ranging 
between 1/10 of an inch to 1/5 of an 
inch.  They can quickly permeate your 
dry goods cabinet so it is an easy fix to 
just freeze your beans after you shell 
and dry them. 

 Secondary Defense

Keep your garden free of weeds and 
debris year round.  Bean weevils will 
harbor under leaves, stones and other 
debris.  Make sure to pull out and 
destroy any rotting plants.  Make sure 
that you have a hot compost pile.  Bean 
weevils will migrate to surrounding 
areas and breed there.  You want to pay 
close attention to get rid of the weeds 
in your garden and in the areas near by.  
You do not want your garden to 
become re-infested with the pests that 
you just got rid of because the weeds in 

the surrounding areas were harboring 
the pests. Turn your garden over and 
plant it in cover crops especially for the 
winter that way the bean weevils will 
not have a chance to survive in the 
debris that is laying around the garden.

Biorational Methods

Let it be known that they are not really 
effective. The best thing that you can 
do is first buy seed that is certified and 
secondly make sure that your garden is 
cleaned up and the weeds are gone for 
the winter. Okay with that said 
Rotenone is the best thing to use or a 
mix of rotenone with pyrethrins.  Here 
is the catch, you must put it on at the 
opening of  the flowers and then 
reapply every 5 days.  Make sure you do 
it early in the morning because 
rotenone and pyrethrum are both very 
harmful to honeybees and beneficial 
insects.  
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